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CONCISE EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 

The following explanations are provided in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.98(a)(3)(i). The Applicants note that most of the explanations included below are based 
on machine translations of the native language abstracts and/or a review of one or more 
figures contained in the cited information. 



Japanese Publication 1-125320U 

Japanese Publication 1-125320U, published August 25, 1989, appears to disclose 
an earmuff body with an outer cover part 2A and an inner cover part 2B. The outer cover 
part 2A includes an annular outer frame 6 and a fluffed warming sheet 9. The inner cover 
part 2B includes an annular inner frame 7, a fluffed warming sheet 10, and a pressing ring 
8 that is fitted into the annular inner frame 7. The inner cover part 2B is forcedly pressed 
into the outer cover part 2A for form one end 7a of the annular inner frame 7. 

Japanese Publication 58-37289U 

Japanese Publication 58-37289U, published March 10, 1983, appears to disclose a 
headphone 1 with a left headphone unit 2L and a right headphone unit 2R. The headphone 
units have ear pads 3L and 3R, respectively, and are connected by an arm 4. The units 2L 
and 2R are connected to a headphone jack 6 by a cord 5 via a control unit 7. 

Japanese Publication 58-541 91 U 

Japanese Publication 58-54191U, published April 13, 1983, appears to disclose a 
headphone device 1 with left and right headphone units 2. The headphone device 1 
includes a headband 3 with left and right ends 3a and 3b. Holder support members 4 are 
provided with slide grooves 4a that are used to allow both ends 3a of the headband 3 to be 
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slidable. The headband 3 is provided with stoppers 5 and 5' serving as protrusion portions 
for regulating a movement range and preventing the removal of the holder support 
members 4. 

Japanese Publication 56-14671911 

Japanese Publication 56-1 467 19U, published November 5, 1981, appears to 
disclose an earmuff with an earmuff main body 1, a pair of protruding upper and lower 
elastic tongues 4 that are disposed in a longitudinal long hole 3. A guide 5 is formed 
across an intermediate portion of a length of the long hol3 3. A headband 6 has band-like 
insertion parts 7 formed at both ends of the headband 6. Each of the insertion parts 7 is 
inserted into the guide 5 of an earmuff main body 1 and is sandwiched under pressure 
between the elastic tongues 4. Several positioning lugs 8 are provided on an outer surface 
of the insertion parts 7. 

Javanese Publication 56-164218U 

Japanese Publication 56-164218U, published December 5, 1981, appears to 
disclose a light-shielding cover with earmuffs. The cover includes an arc-shaped head 
holder formed in an elastic component, a light-shielding cover, and earmuffs 3. The head 
holder and the light-shielding cover are attached to be free to collapse at positions of the 
earmuffs. 



Javanese Publication 58-182594U 

Japanese Publication 58-182594U, published December 5, 1983, appears to 
disclose a headband of an earmuff, a headphone, or the like. The headband 1 includes two 
arc-shaped spring members 3 each having a cylindrical portion 2 provided at one end 
thereof and disposed such that one of the arc-shaped spring members 3 is loosely inserted 
into the cylindrical portion 2 of the other arc-shaped spring member 3. A connection piece 
4 is connected to each spring member 3 and includes a hinge mechanism 6 attaching it to 
an earmuff body 5. 
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